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Improv club meets every 
Monday in C311 from 
1:00 PM- 2:00 PM. No 
experience needed, all 
are welcome to attend. 


All staff, students, and 

faculty with a valid ID 

card are able to enjoy the 

Mueseum of Fine arts 
free. of charge! 


Discounted tickets for 


the Topsfield Fair will be — 


sold in Room D104 in the 
sports and fitness center. 
Tickets will be available 
until Sept. 25th or until 
they sell out. 


Amnesty International 
and Students for a Dem- 
ocratic Society will hold 
their first meeting on 
Wednesday Sept. 25th in 
room C 119 at 12:30 PM. 
All students are invited 
to participate. 


The office of Admis- 
sion and Recruitment 
is now hiring NECC 
Tour guides. For more 
information or to apply 
contact Ari Chicklis @ 
Achicklis@necc.mass. 
edu. 


All are welcomed to at- 
tend the Gender & Sex- 
uality Alliance. Meetings 
will be every Wednesday 
in C106 from 12:15 PM- 
1:30 PM. 


Shuttle shuffle 


Photo by Cameryn Tieuli 


Students board a Northem Essex shuttle bus at the Haverhill campus 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-chief 


The fall semester has brought 
back not just students to campus, 
but also controversy with how 
some of these students are getting 
to campus. 

Northern Essex has always used 
a shuttle system, in parternship 
with MVRTA, that has assisted 
students in getting to campus when 
they don’t have their own transpor- 
tation. 

In the past it has ran roughly 
every hour Monday-Thursday un- 
til roughly 5:00 PM, after which it 
still transported students at a less 
frequent interval until 10:00 PM. 

The route previously ran would 
begin at the Lawrence Campus, 
make a stop at the Riverwalk loca- 
tion, and then drop students off at 
the Haverhill Campus. It also run 
in the same order, but in reverse, 
for students needing to get to Law- 
rence from the Haverhill campus. 

That is no longer the case. The 
routes run roughly every hour and 


a half, as opposed to every hour. In 
addition to this, the riverwalk stop 
has also been cut out completely. 
These changes has made getting to 
and from class difficult for some 
students. 

The most troublesome aspect 
seems to be the 12:15. departure 
from the Haverhill Campus that 
goes to the Lawrence campus. A 
significant amount of classes end 
right at 12:15, and students have 
been forced to ask teachers if they 
could leave class early in order to 
make the bus. If they can’t leave 
early, they have no choice but to 
wait for the 1:45 shuttle to Law- 
rence. 

This issues was brought up 
among staff and it is now rumored 
that the buses will now wait an ex- 
tra 5 minutes before leaving. Cer- 
tainly a step in the right direction, 
but still not good enough for some 
people. 

As Kristi Arford, a liberal arts 
professor at NECC, points out “Get- 


New bus schedule proves problematic 


ting from the Spurk building to the 
bus stop could take an able-bodied 
person 5 minutes, but there may be 
students who don’t have the ability 
to move as quickly.” 

Professor Arford contiues to 
reason,“Anyone with mobility is- 
sues would likely still miss the 
bus.” 

And thats just the issues with 
the new timing of the route. There’s 
also the case of the Riverwalk no 
longer being a stop. 

With the completion of the ren- 
ovations of the Dimitry building 
on the Lawrence campus, it is no 
longer necessary to have classes at 
Riverwalk. A good reason for not 
having a shuttle stop there. But not 
a good reason in never informing 
students of this. 

Student and faculty alike now 
wait to see how administration will 
remedy this problem. 

For an editorial related to the 
subject, please see Page 2 EDITO- 
RIAL 


Sept. 24: First distribu- 
tion of the NECC Farmer’s 
market. One registration 
per student per semester. 
Distribution on Haverhill 
campus will take place at 
student center from 12:30- 
1:00 PM and on Lawrence 
campus at Dimitry build. 


| from 1:00-1:30 PM 


Sept. 25: Lawrence Walk- 
ing Tour: Immigration: The 
Fabric that Holds Lawrence 
together. Rich Padova, a 
professor in Global stud- 


ies , will lead a short walk- 
ing tour in Lawrence along 


with a visit to the museum 
at Lawrence Heritage Park. 
Takes place 3:00-4:30 PM 

Sept. 30: Latinx Network- 
ing event. Celebrate His- 
panic Heritage month with 
Latino professionals in edu- 
cation. Limited space, must 
register. 5:30-7:00 PM 

Oct. 2: Former Harvard 
President and U.S. Secre- 
tary of the Treasury Larry 
Summer will be visiting the 
Haverhill campus at 11 AM. 

Oct. 3: White Fund lec- 
ture presented by NECC: 
Documentary film “Hail- 
ing Cesar”. irector Eduar- 
do Chavez, the grandson 
of civil rights activist Cesar 
Chavez, introduces this film 
on connecting his Grandfa- 
ther. Louis Haffner Educa- 
tion Center , starting at 6:00 
PM 


Haverhill Campus 
100 Elliott St., Spurk Build- 
ing, Room 110C 


Lawrence Campus 
45 Franklin St. main lobby 


Call 978.556.3333 from a 
cell phone. Extension 3333 
from any campus phone on 

either campus. 
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Administration drops ball on shuttle changes 


By CAMERYN TIEULI 
Editor-in-Chief 


The new school year has 
brought new changes to the 
Northern Essex shuttle system 
that is run in partnership with 
the MVRTA. The buses run their 
routes with less frequency during 
the day than before, in addition to 
cutting out the Riverwalk stop in 
between the Lawrence campus ad 
Haverhill Campus stops.The bus- 
es used to come every hour and 
now it’s more spread out. 

For a more specific breakdown 
of these changes readers can refer 
to the story on the front page of 
this paper. 

These new changes have cer- 
tainly not been implemented 
without problems. Students ask- 
ing to leave class early to catch 
an inconveniently timed bus 
have frustrated teachers to start 
the year. The teachers don’t want 
to say no to these reasonable re- 
quests, but it makes planning 
their. lessons difficult. 

These. students will either be 
at a disadvantage to the students 


who don’t have to utilize the shut- 
tle system, or the teacher is forced 
to end their lessons 5-10 minutes 
prematurely; which adds up to 5 
hours over a semester for som 
classes. 3 

In addition to these time 
changes, the route traveled has 
also changed, now skipping the 
Riverwalk stop as mentioned ear- 
lier in this article. 

Renovations on the Dimitry 
building on the Lawrence cam- 
pus had caused Northern Essex to 
place a handful of classes at the 
Riverwalk Mills by Salvatore’s 
on Merrimack Street in Lawrence. 

Well now the renovations on 
the Dimitry building have been 
completed. There is no longer a 
need to hold classes at Riverwalk 
now. Which makes sense and 
certainly seems fair. That’s not 
where the administration com- 
mitted their folly. Their mistake 
was not informing students of this 
change. 

These students can’t be ex- 
pected to just know that since the 
renovations are over, that there 
will no longer be a shuttle stop 
there. A good amount of the stu- 
dents that did use the Riverwalk 
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stop, didn’t even have classes at 
Riverwalk. I would know, I was 
one of them. 

My first class took place on 
Thursday, Sept. 5. I walked to 
where the shuttle had always 
picked. me up by Riverwalk for 
the past 2 years. After about a 
half hour of waiting to no avail, 
I checked the shuttle schedule to 
see if the times had been tweaked. 
And that was how I found out that 
there was no longer a shuttle stop 
at Riverwalk. 

Well why didn’t I and the other 
students in need of the shuttle sys- 
tem plan better? Well we couldn’t. 

The earliest email informing 
students of the changes was sent 
this past Friday, Sept. 13. Class- 
es started on Wednesday Sept. 4. 
There is no excuse for that. 

Not to mention that the major- 
ity of students, or at least return- 
ing students, picked these classes 
out last May. Most of the students 
that were doing this most likely 


_assumed that the shuttle schedule 


would remain the same. 

Arriving in the fall and find- 
ing this to not be true has caused 
some students to scramble around 
to make sure other obligations 


can be attended to in addition to 
attending school, whether it be 
getting to work, taking care of 
a child, or whatever else a com- 
munity college student may be 
involved in. 

I, for one, had to give up 
hours at work, with little notice 
for management to adjust, be- 
cause of these time and location 
changes. As someone who pays 
for my own tuition out of pock- 
et, this isn’t something that I’m 
sure that I can afford to do. That 
shouldn’t be how community col- 
lege works. 

We all have vastly different 
reasons for attending commu- 
nity college. Some of us aren’t 
sure what we wanna do yet, and 
use NECC as a trial for college. 
Others have found NECC more 
accommodating to their other 
obligations. Others cannot af- 
ford a traditional 4-year univer- 
sity or college education without 
first saving money by attending 
NECC for 2 years first. Others are 
continuing an education that had 
previously been put on hold. 

But there’s cne common de- 
nominator among all of these rea- 
sons: It’s convenient and, in com- 


Roaming Reporter 


parison to other forms of higher 
education, cheap to attend this 
school. 

But now some students are 
having to adjust their work sched- 
ule, improvise child care plans, or 
drop classes altogether, vastly in- 
conveniencing those at the will of 
the shuttle schedule. 

Now NECC is still, in my 
opinion at least, a fine institution 
on the whole. It is a much cheap- 
er alternative to taking out stu- 
dent loans for a university. It has 
convenient locations that are able 
to accommodate several towns 
and the city of Lawrence. The 
faculty and staff are top notch 
and, for the most part, seem to be 
passionate about their work. But 
that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t 
criticize them or demand better 
in areas where they do not excel. 

Aristotle once said, “We are 
what we repeatedly do. Excel- 
lence, then is not an act, but a 
habit.” 

To help make this a truly great 
institution it is imperative that 
we always push it to be better 
than it currently is. A good place 
to start would be fixing this man- 
gled shuttle system 


What are you looking forward to 
this semester with the Observer? 


Keron Lehner 


Communications& Journalism 
I HOPE TO BE A GOOD LEADER 


Cameryn Tieuli 


Writing & Philosophy 
EXPANDING MY HORIZONS 


The full Roaming Reporter will 
return next issue 


___ This paper is your voice, too! 
‘We want to see what you have to say 
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It: Chapter Two 


A review on the second half of the new “It” films. Does it live up to the hype? 


By AARON LEHNER 
Opinion Editor 


It: Chapter Two was released in theaters Sept. 6 
of this year, the second part of the “It” franchise. 

The film takes place 27 years after the first, fol- 
lowing the same group of childhood friends called 
“The Losers Club” who have grown up and moved 
on with their lives. They reunite to battle Penny- 
wise the clown, an evil entity who haunts their 
hometown of Derry, Maine. 

The original book was written by Stephen King, 
who being from Maine has many of his stories take 
place there. This has brought film productions to 
New England in recent years, not only in adapting 
King’s work but in other mainstream media. Al- 
though this film was shot mostly in Toronto, Can- 
ada, it does capture the aesthetic of a small New 
England town. This summer, the Hulu series, “Cas- 
tle Rock” filmed its second season in various parts 
of Massachusetts. “Castle Rock” is an anthology 
series combining King’s other stories into a single 
universe where the characters and plot intertwine 
together. 

The actors chosen to play the older loser’s club 
give spot-on performances. My favorite one was 
Bill Hader as Richie Tozier who grows up to be a 
stand-up comedian. His child counterpart, played 
by Finn Wolfhard, has the same edgy wit that fol- 
lows him into his adulthood. The biggest difference 
being his childhood innocence replaced with cyn- 
ical alcoholism. Jessica Chastain as Beverly .and 
James Ransone as Eddie were also great at keeping 
true to their characters. James McAvoy as Bill was 
good, but a small criticism I have is that there were 
moments in his performance where I felt he was 
too over-the-top for moments in the film that didn’t 
need to be. I understand that he goes through the 
most emotional turmoil of all the characters, being 
personally affected by Pennywise with the death of 
his brother, but I yearned for a bit more subtlety in 
his performance. 

Of course we can’t talk about It without talking 
about the main antagonist: Pennywise the dancing 
clown, played by Bill Skarsgard. Whether you like 
this rendition of Pennywise better or the 1990 ver- 
sion played by Tim Curry, you can’t deny that he is 
the reason people go to see this movie. Depending 
on the viewer, he can be as genuinely scary as he 


can be fun to watch. Skarsgard gives Pennywise 
a childish but sinister demeanor in both It films, 
making him a devious killer clown. Thankfully he 
gets more screen time in this one than the first. 

The effects in many ways makes it or breaks it 
for me. They play a large part in the scares through- 
out the film, especially towards the climax. I did 
feel that most of the effects put on Pennywise took 
away from Skarsgard’s performance, as he could 
be scary without the in-you-face effects. (Fun fact: 
Skarsgard can move his eyes in two different di- 
rections at will. A picture is available online of Bill 
Hader watching him do it and freaking out.) 

But in a film such as this with an absurd prem- 
ise, it should be fitting that the effects be in sim- 
ilar tone. Most of them are extremely cheesy and 
over-the-top, but they are supposed to be. They can 
enhance the impact of a scare, but with frequent 
scares and today’s over reliance on CGI it starts 
to get old. I predict within a few years, the CGI 
will look as fake as James McAvoy’s wig; much 
like how the 1990 version looks campy to today’s 
audience. 

A friend of mine read the book not too long ago, 
and as we were discussing the film he had this to 
say, 

“*..as Someone who has read the book, the movie 
captured the book in perfect ways. First, they kept 
all the key moments from the book without drag- 
ging it out like the book did. Second they really 
brought the characters depth out in this one. Seeing 
them as adults revisiting their childhood illustrated 
who they were as kids and how it made them into 
the adults they became. One thing I deeply admire 
about this movie is how they made a character who 
died at the beginning of the movie the heart of the 
film, as a movie buff I have never seen [anything] 
like that before.” 

This film does a good job with balancing sus- 
pense, comedy, drama, and horror. It does it all 
without taking itself too seriously. I relate this 
film similar to walking through a haunted house in 
an amusement park; you’re there to not only get 
scared, but to look at the great amount of effort the 
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creators put to a project they clearly had fun mak- It: Chapter Two UK poster 


ing. 


Get involved with your student newspaper 


Have you taken or will you take Journalism 1? Then you are eligible to join us! 


The Observer! 


ER 


Get to know your school better as you write and report for 6 issues per semester. 


Let your voice be heard as you become part of the free press. 


Let the student body know the latest news!!! 


Fp 2G) 


Photo from Cineworld.co.uk 


Interested? Contact us. We are currently recruiting for fall semester and will have several openings on staff. 
NECC Observer NewsroomHaverhill Campus: C-318 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
978-556-3027 
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Academic center opens at Lawrence campus 
The Center for Health Professions@NECC is a ‘home away from home’ for students 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis 


NECC Newsroom 
When health care 
students reported for 
classes on the Law- 
rence campus on Sept. 
4, they were met with 
a nice surprise — The 
Center for Health Pro- 
fessions@NECC. 
Located, temporari- 
ly, in L133 on the first 
floor of the Dr. Ibra- 
him El-Hefni Allied 
Health & Technology 
Center at 414 Common 
St., the new academic 
center is intended to 
serve as a “home away 
from home” said Kathy 
Welch Hudson, pro- 
fessor and department 
chair of the health care 
technology and am- 
bulatory services pro- 
grams. 
“The center is meant 


to be a warm 
and inviting 
place for our 
health students to meet 
other students, use a 
computer, print a paper, 
charge a cell phone, 
connect with faculty, 
or make themselves a 
peanut butter and jelly 
sandwich,” she said. 
The new Health 
professions academic 
center in Lawrence is 
a welcoming space for 
students to recharge 
themselves as well as 
their cell phones. 
This center is the 


inaugural academic 
center on the Lawrence 
campus. 


Five centers, each 
designed to meet the 
needs of students in 
different educational 
disciplines, are open- 


ing on each campus. 
The academic centers 
are in keeping with the 
newly adopted Integrat- 
ed Student Experience 
initiative intended to 
streamline the educa- 
tional experience. 

“We always worked 
to give our students a 
sense of connected- 
ness,” Welch-Hudson 
says, “Now we can do 
it even better. We want 
to be able to put virtu- 
al arms around all of 
our health professions 
students and make sure 
they are taking the right 
classes, are on the right 
path, and have what 
they need to succeed.” 

A Lunch & Learn 
Speaker Series will be 
introduced later this 
fall. and potential em- 
ployers will be invited 


in occasionally to make 
presentations, she says. 

The Health Profes- 
sions Academic Center 
will be open Monday 
through Thursday, 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

For additional infor- 
mation contact center- 
forhealthprofessions@ 
necc.mass.edu or call 
978-655-5936. 

Other academic cen- 
ters that are already 
open on the Haverhill 
campus include busi- 
ness & accounting, 
liberal arts, profession- 
al studies, and STEM. 
Parallel academic cen- 
ters will eventually be 
established on the Law- 
rence campus. For ad- 
ditional information on 
all the academic cen- 
ters, visit the webpage. 


Photo courtesy NECC Newsroom 


Health professions advisor Linda Comeau speaks with 
an NECC student in the new Health Professions@NECC 
Academic Center in the El-Hefni Center on the Lawrence 
campus. 


Get involved with your student newspaper 


=> Get to know your school better as you write and design 6 issues per semester. 


= 


=> Let your voice be heard as you become part of the free press. 


> Spend time with like-minded individuals as you let the student body know the latest news!!! 


Interested?’ Contact us!!! 


NECC Observer Newsroom 


Haverhill Campus: C-318 


observer@necc.mass.edu 


Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Pa 


e 8 * NECC Observer «Sept. 18 , 2019 


News 


() observer.necc.mass.edu {J @theneccobserver [FJ facebook.com/neccobserver 


On the spot 


A glimpse into the world of NECC’s Improv Club 


By A1paNn O’DEA 
Correspondent 

This story’s about ME, going 
to the NECC improv club. Many 
moons ago, I was born. Many 
moons after that I chose clubs as 
my beat coverage for Journalism 
II. Somewhere in the moon filled 
middle, of that time expanse, I 
learned what improv was with my 
brain. When this took place the 
electric fat machine in my skull, 
filed improv in the ‘meh,’ catego- 
ry. It remained in the ‘meh,’ box 
until last week when it broke out, 
because of relevance to my life. 

It all began and mostly hap- 
pened on April 1, when I first 
learned of the Improv Club. I 
was sitting in class and my search 
for new story leads had come up 
dry, most likely because I didn’t 
look for any. Until I learned that 
the deadline, a morbid word, was 
approaching. With all the might 
I felt was appropriate to muster, 
I called upon the entire class, or 
who was there, I think one or two 
students were missing. I asked 


them, “Was anyone in a club...?” 
They all... technically failed. All 
but one... 

Aaron Lehner (former Cam- 
pus Life Editor and current Opin- 
ion Editor of the NECC Observ- 
er) informed my ear canals that 
he was running the Improv Club, 
and they would have their regu- 
lar Monday meeting at 1-2 p.m. 
room C311 in the Spurk building 
in the United States of America. I 
immediately thought of truly test- 
ing the limits of the improvisa- 
tional abilities of everyone in the 
club by throwing apples at them 
at random. This idea was run by 
a professional and deemed un- 
ethical, and has been indefinitely 
postponed. 

Once class had ended I ingest- 
ed an abnormally large piece of 
pizza into my being before mak- 
ing my way to the improv room. 
C311 had two points of entry -- 
one at the front of the classroom 
and one at the back of the class- 
room, between them was a table 
just covered in giant rolled up 
wall maps. Did they have treasure 


on them? Probably not. Which is 
why they’re the perfect place to 
hide a treasure map. Opposite to 
these probably not treasure maps 
were several windows overlook- 
ing the parking lot. Description 
done. There was also some stuff 
written on the wall concerning 
the club, but this story is about 
my Visit so... next thing. 

The first activity was a finish 
the story game. We each said one 
word and then pointed to a new 
person to say the next word until 
a narrative around a sentence was 
complete. I was immediately told 
after my first two turns to stop 
naming dinosaurs. That made me 
sad. 

The second activity was a 
similar game where three mem- 
bers hopped in a circle one after 
another and declared themselves 
an object and or thing. I won’t go 
into detail about this game be- 
cause explaining it will take more 
than three lines, but it was fun 
and there was a bucket. 

The third and final game was 
a game of bachelor consisting of 


four members. Three of us played 
characters as did the one person 
looking for love, and it was up to 
the special person to determine 
what our characters were after 
asking us each a question. I im- 
mediately thought of making my 
character a super sad nihilistic 
individual, but before the game 
began I decided I didn’t want to 
play someone that negative, yet 
for some reason I landed on can- 
nibal. 

I can finish this story off with 


‘some major take away, summing 


everything up and in a way I am. I 
had fun playing the games, it was 
great that Aaron told me about the 
club and allowed me to research 
it, and one of those maps could 
but probably doesn’t have trea- 
sure, but at the end of the day I 
just felt slightly less indifferent to 
improv than I was before. Until 
the day I had to pass this paper 
in, and my mind on the subject I 
suddenly had a thought... 

Does Improv really exist? 

Editor’s Note: Aidan O'Dea 
wrote this in the spring 2019 se- 


Northern Essex Community College 


CAREER CENTER 
PART-TIME JOB FAIR 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 3, 2019 
11:30 AM — 2:30PM 
Haverhill Campus 


mester for his Journalism II class. 

Improv Club does still exist in 
fall 2019. Do you know NECC has 
lots of clubs and student activi- 
ties, from Bacon Boardgamers, 
to Parnassus Literary magazine 
to the NECC Observer student 
newspaper? 

Thats not all! There’s an An- 
ime Club, Amnesty International, 
academic clubs, a veterans writ- 
ing group and many more. 

Check out the Student Life 
section of the NECC website to 
find out more information. Dont 
see any clubs that interest you? 
You can also start your own. 

Does journalism sound inter- 
esting to you? Like to write and 
talk to people? Have you taken or 

_perhaps will take Journalism I? 

The Observer is currently hir- 
ing. 

We have openings for a Sports 
Editor, Arts & Entertainment Ed- 
itor and News Editor. If you are 
interested contact us at observ- 
er@necc.mass.edu or stop by the 
newsroom at C318. 


SPURK BUILDING, (C BUILDING) 1°' AND 2"? FLOOR 


The Part-Time Job Fair is open and free to all of 


NECC students, alumni, and the public 


If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Noreen Fantasia at: 


nfantasia@necc.mass.edu or 978-556-3948. 


We look forward to seeing you at the fair! 


EVERY STUDENT/ALUMNI THAT ATTENDS WILL HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER A CHANCE TO WIN A $25.00 GIFT CARD 
TO THE NECC BOOK STORE 
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New England and Venezuela inspire artist 
Haverhill artist Ana Smyth exhibits work at NECC 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis * 
NECC Newsroom ‘ 


Paintings by Haverhill art- 
ist Ana Smyth are currently on 
display at Northern Essex Com- 
munity College through Oct. 4 

Smyth’s work is in- 
spired by the New England 
landscape and architecture,. 

The exhibit, which is free and 
open to the public, is displayed in 
the Linda Hummel-Shea ArtSpace 
in the Harold Bentley Library on 
the Haverhill campus during li- 
brary hours, which are Monday 
through Thursday 8 am. to 9 
p.m. and Friday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

A native of Venezuela, 
Smyth says, her art is a “med- 
ley” of her love for the classic 
New England and the tropical 
colors of her native country.” 

“When creating (art), I try 
to reflect and capture the vi- 
brant colors and light with danc- 
ing strokes that pays homage 
to my childhood memories in 
my native Venezuela,” she said. 

The show, she said, gives her 
an Opportunity to present vari- 
ations of her pieces going from 
‘something very still to some- 
thing more dynamic in terms of 
color. She hopes the audience 
is drawn to look more close- 
ly at each individual painting. 

“T consider my art, what I call, 
“modern impressionist, “she said. 
“T start my painting with a scale 
of monochromatic colors or with 
intense purple values to capture = £ 
light and shadows that will later Geurteny, phow Courtesy photo 
be layered with bright wam 20d ying Boats’ by Ana Smyth Fall Woods’ by Ana Smyth 
abstract painting with a combi- 
nation of many strokes; this helps eventually creates the dynamic sign and The Design Institute Professor Marc Mannheimer. dover and is creative director 
me understand how one color atmosphere that I want to share.” of Caracas. She studied under © She has been the art- and owner of Smyth Graphics. 
reflects and affects one another. Smyth attended both The David Lussier, Dennis Perrin, ist-in-residence at the Stevens Recently she designed a wine 
This combination of color strokes Rhode Island School of De- Rafael Polcano, and NECC Art Coolidge Place in North An- label that was a finalist in the 


Get imvolived with your student newspaper 


Get to know your school better as you write and design G issues per semester. 
Let your voice be heard as you become part of the free press. ; 
Spend time with like-minded individuals as you let the student body know the latest news!!! 


Interested? Contact usll! 


NECC Observer Newsroom 
Haverhill Campus: C-318 


observer@necc.mass.cedu 


Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


ept. 18, 2019* NECC Observer * Page 7 


‘S) observer.necc.mass. 


4 @theneccobserver 


FF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


NECC alumna to visit “home” with her book 
Diannely Antigua will read from her poetry book ‘Ugly Music’ 


By Patricia GOSSELIN 
Campus Life Editor 


Northern Essex Communi- 
ty College will host published 
poet and NECC alum Dianne- 
ly Antigua on October 9, 2019 
in Lecture Hall A in Spurk at 
2 p.m. to give an exclusive 
reading and discussion of her 
poetry book “Ugly Music”. 

Antigua, a Dominican Amer- 
ican woman raised in Haverhill 
in “a very shelteréd environ- 
ment” she says, enrolled at 
NECC when she was only 16 
years old. From her humble 
beginnings at a non-accredited 
church school in Haverhill, her 
growth at NECC led her to be 
the commencement speaker in 
2009 when she graduated with 
an associate’s in Liberal Arts. 
Her experience as commence- 
ment speaker, along with the 
public speaking class she took 
here at NECC prepared her 
for many of the public speak- 


ing events and readings she. 


does now as a published poet. 

Antigua credits Northern Es- 
sex with “raising her” she says, 
“I met the professors along the 


‘way. that ‘were réally” helpful, 


also the classes that I decided 
to take just really helped Jay 
the foundation for classes that 
I- would take later on at Umass 
Lowell and NYU.” One pro- 
fessor she had here at NECC 
served the role of being her writ- 
ing mentor. Robert Jackson who 
is still in her life 13 years later 
has been so helpful to Antigua 
with everything from reading 
her writing samples to help- 
ing her apply to grad schools. 

She was involved with Par- 
nassus, NECC’s own literary 
magazine and now she submits 
her poems to literary maga- 
zines daily. She even landed 
the role of associate editor at a 
magazine called Boaat, a po- 
sition she had to step down 
from to give more attention 
to her book “Ugly Music.” 

Her book she’ll be reading 
from at the NECC event “Ugly 
Music” was published in May 
earlier this year, and deals with 
subjects like immigration, men- 
tal illness, and sexual assault. 
Antigua, a survivor of sexual 
assault at the age of only 11 


years old says she doesn’t want 
to shy away from talking about 
those subjects and uses her plat- 
form as a way to heal from her 
trauma, and to help others who 
may be dealing with similar 
situations. “I think there’s very 
few people that haven’t been af- 
fected by one or both of those 
topics,” she says. She also at- 
tends weekly therapy sessions. 

“One of the lessons I learned 
as a girl was to keep those 
things quiet. We’re seeing that 
now as people are speaking up 
through the ‘me too movement’. 
They’re just now being able to 
voice their trauma. This was 


-kind of my own way of havy- 


ing my own ‘me too moment’, 
which was my book,” she says. 

Antigua also masters the 
art of melding her experience 
with these sensitive ' subjects 
and the mundane. In her poem 
“Re-Education” she gives a 
special shout-out to a Haverhill 
burrito hot-spot, Tacos Lupita 
but also talks about Plan B. “I 
have a lot of epiphanies while 


life, it’s always been that way. 
Pye always very much appre- 
ciated the mundane,” she says. 

The growth of Antigua’s 
poetry career sparked when 
she was published for the first 
time in UMass Lowell’s lit- 
erary magazine and later was 
accepted into the master’s pro- 
gram at NYU for creative writ- 
ing. “To this day I’m still very 
much surprised that I got into 
that program,” she says about 
NYU. She was still working 
on her thesis when her friend 
encouraged her to submit her 
book for the Pamet River Prize 
which came with a publica- 
tion. She ended up winning that 
prize and was published by 
YesYes Books in May of 2019. 

Antigua offers advice to 
anyone who wishes to pursue 
their passion who might need 
encouragement: just show up 
and continue to show up even 
when you feel like you don’t 
have anything to give to your 
craft. “I think sometimes we 
can get recognition from out- 
side of ourselves and that feels 


“doing very mundane: things in=~ 


- poet,and NECC alumn, Diannely Antigua will read from her poetry collection ‘Ugly Music’ at 


NECC on Oct. 9. 


great, but I think it’s important 
to recognize for yourself and be 
proud of the work that you’ve 
done. And then being able to 
recognize the work that you’ve 
done, allows you to come back 
to that work again and say 
‘well I’ve done this so far and 
I can keep going,’” she says. 

As far as coming back to the 
Haverhill campus at NECC, 
Antigua remembers a_ time 
when the Newbury Café in 
Spurk was called “Jitters” and 
she would spend hours writ- 
ing there and meeting with her 
writing mentor. She says “the 
simple act of being back on 
campus, I think will be magical 
because it’s definitely a home 
for me in many ways. It’s kind 
of like coming home after being 
on a long journey and talking to 
your family about all the things 


you did while you were gone.” ° 


~~ 
Photo by Tony Ochoa 
Courtesy photo 
- 
Diannely Ant- 
gua will read 
from her poetry ~« 


book ‘Ugly Mu- 
sic’ in a visit to 
NECC on Oct. 9. 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 


You can reach us at: 


978-556-3027 
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New food options debut on campus 
Newbury Café Keeps students fed in Haverhill 


By Isar GRULLON 
Features Editor 


Students dig the new eatery at 
the Haverhill campus, where they 
can enjoy breakfast, lunch, or just 
a quick snack in between classes. § 

The Spurk Building is home to 
the Newbury Café which opened 
on Sept. 4, 2019 on the first floor. 

Formerly Jitters, the New- 
bury Café is operated by Felicia 
White,. according to a press re- 
lease from the NECC Newsroom. 

“Tt’s home-style cooking,” 
White said in the press re- 
lease. “I want people to feel 
like they do when they go to 
their parents’ house for a meal.” 

It’s just before 11. a.m. on a 
Monday morning. Students are § 
wandering around looking for just * 
the thing that will satisfy their hun- § 
ger. 
Standing in line is Erika Rivera. 
She is holding a slice of peppero- 
ni pizza and says it’s her favorite 
food to get at the café. 

“J would like more options”, 
says Raphael Cartagena, who vis- 
its the café twice a week and rec- B 
ommends the chicken and fries. 

Victoria Gladstone recently 
tried the chicken salad sandwich 
and thought it was good. She only 
visits the café once in a while, but 
has liked everything she has tried 
so far. 

The Newbury Café is open 
Monday, Wednesday, Thursday 
7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Tuesday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

They serve everything from 
cold cereal and coffee to sand- 
wiches, salads and even hearty 
meals like roast pork and mashed 
potatoes with green beans and as-’ 
sorted soft drinks. 

If your classes are not at the 
Spurk Building or you’re looking 
for something different, the NECC 
website mentions alternative meal 
options available at both campus- 
es. Haverhill has food available at 
the bookstore on the second floor 
of the Student Center and at the 
NECC Snack Bar, in the Sport and 
Fitness Center lobby. There will 
also be the Sacred Cod food truck 
in the quad on various days during 
the semester. Keep an eye out for 
it. 


Bocoditos and CocoRay’s 
offer options in Lawrence 


By ELLEN SMALL-DAVIS 
NECC Newsroom 


CocoRay’s will offer everything from burri- 
to bowls and tortas to pastelitos and everything 
in between at its satellite location in the newly 
renovated Dimitry Building at 45 Franklin St., 
Lawrence. CocoRay’s may be familiar to many 
as it was the first graduate of the Revolving 
Test Kitchen in Lawrence. This Mexican and 
Puerto Rican fusion restaurant has a perma- 
nent location at 197 Parker St., in Lawrence. 

The current inhabitant of the Revolving Test 
Kitchen — Bocaditos returns for the fall semester 


with a new student-oriented menu that is bud- 
get friendly. The most expensive item is $6.99 
which includes a sandwich, chips, and a drink. 
Prandy Tavares will be behind the counter at Bo- 
caditos serving up breakfast and lunch sandwich- 
es and a natural juice selection. It will be open 
from 8 a. m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Satur- 
day. Items from its full menu are also available. 

Prandy and Katarina Travares can be found 
behind the counter serving up food at Bocaditos. 

CocoRay’s hours of operation will be 7:30 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Monday through Thursday 


with the possibility of adding evening hours. 


Photo s by Isae Grulion 


The Newbury Café, located on the first floor of the Spurk building, offers a variety of food options and is open Mon- 
day, Wednesday and Thursday from 7:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. and Tuesday from 7:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


College seeks to help the hungry 


By ELLEN SMALL-DAVIS 
NECC Newsroom 


Northern Essex recognizes 
that access to affordable food 
can be a struggle for students 
and with this in mind, food and 
clothing closets have been es- 
tablished on both the Haver- 
hill and Lawrence campuses. 

The food closets are stocked 
with canned goods like tomatoes, 


tuna, soups, and hash, boxes of to our 


pasta, bags of quinoa and beans, 
and jars of peanut butter. Some 
toiletry items are also available, 
said Janel D’Agata-Lynch, coor- 
dinator of the civic engagement, 
service learning Just outside 
the doors of the closet is a large 
freezer holding frozen meals 
and loaves of bread and bagels. 

The closets are located on 
the second floor of the Stu- 
dent Center in Haverhill and in 
Room 020 in the basement of the 
Dimitry Building in Lawrence. 

The expanded food securi- 
ty options and clothing were 
made possible by partnerships 
with Bread & Roses of Law- 
rence, Fantini Bakery in Haver- 
hill, Bagel Boy of Lawrence. 

Along with the food clos- 
ets there are also clothes closets 
on both campuses. The clothes 
closet holds jeans in various 
sizes, tee shirts, sweatshirts 
and sweatpants and _ packages 
of new socks and underwear. 

Used clothes have been 
supplied by Ruths House in 
Haverhill and Debbie’s Trea- 
sure Chest in Lawrence while 


hangers were donated by EX 
Way Cleaners of Haverhill. 

D’Agata-Lynch and NECC 
alumna Elizabeth Mura, who 
is an AmeriCorps Vista mem- 
ber, are coordinating the clos- 
ets with the help of volunteers. 
Anyone who would like to make 
donations, please direct them 
community partners 
Bread & Roses, Debbie's Trea- 
sure Chest, and Ruths House 

D’Agata-Lynch _ encourages 
any student interested in learning 
more about the food and clothes 
closets to email her at Commu- 
nityresources@necc.mass.edu. 
Volunteers are also welcome. 

“There i is no shame in needing 
support, she said. “While this 
isn't meant to suffice a student's 
total needs, it provides us the. 
opportunity to let the students 
know what other resources are 
available to them in the commu- 
nity. We are proud of our students 
and how hard they work here at 
NECC. We hope these services 
will help to alleviate any addition- 
al burdens they may be facing.” 

The closets build on oth- 
er food security initiatives al- 
ready in place at NECC includ- 
ing the free Farmer's Market 
supported by the Greater Bos- 
ton Food Bank and the pop-up 
peanut butter and jelly stations 
available across the campuses. 

For additional = informa- 
tion on Northern Essex’s food 
support, visit the webpage. 
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NECC soccer up and running 


NECCKniGuTs.coM 
The men’s soc- 
cer program has __ returned. 


The team kicked off the season 
with a game against Central Maine 
Community College on Sept. 5. 

The NECC Knights were defeat- 
ed in that game and against Holy- 
oke Community College on Sept. 7. 

They then played toa 1-1 double over- 
time draw on Sept. 12, against visiting 
Community College of Rhode Island. 

The game marked the on cam- 
pus return of the men’s soccer 
program who last played a game 
on campus in the mid 1990s. 

With the result, the Knights 
moved to 0-2-1 on the young season. 

The game was scoreless at half- 
time with Northern Essex hold- 
ing a slight 5-4 advantage in shots. 

In the 52nd minute CCRI got on the 
board first when Jacob Leander put a 
direct kick from 25 yards out on goal. 

Theshotdeflectedofftherightgoalpost 


September 
Thu. 19 
Tue. 24 
Sat. 28 


October 


Tue. 1 at Springfield Technical Community College * 4 
Thu. 3 at Massasoit Community College * 
Sat.5 MassBay Community College * 


and into the net to give CCRI a 1-0 lead. 

Inthe 66th minute Daller Ucles (Law- 
rence) got NECC on the board with a 
penalty kick goal after Franklin Aguilar 
(Tewksbury) was taken down in the box. 

The remainder of the _ sec- 
ond half was quiet as was the 
first 10 minute overtime period. 

In the opening minutes of the sec- 
ond overtime NECC had four quality 
looks at the net, missing just wide to 
each side of the net and pair of shots 
that went just high over the crossbar 
including one from Michael Mbua 
(Cameroon) that was pushed over the 
bar by the fully extended goalkeeper. 

Anthony Bellomo (Salem, N.H.) 
continued his stellar play in net 
to start the season as he record- 
ed 10 saves on 11 shots on goal. 

The team won their first game of 
the season on Sept. 15, defeating Cen- 
tral Maine Community College, 2-0. 


at Quinsigamond Community College * 
Bunker Hill Community College * 
Roxbury Community College * 4 


Tue. 8 at Quincy College * 4 


Thu. 10 
Tue. 15 
Sat. 19 


November 


Sat.2 at Region 21 Tournament % 
Sun. 3 at Region 21 Tournament % 


at Bristol Community College * * 
NHTI 
at Holyoke Community College * “ 


Revived program makes fall debut 


Photo courtesy NECCKnights.com 


The men’s soccer program has returned to NECC. 


Knights Soccer Schedule 
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President’s Running Club kicks off 
Group is open to staff, faculty and students 


By ELLEN SMALL-DAVIS 
NECC Newsroom 


If you are looking to get in or 
stay in shape, the NECC President’s 
Running Cub, which began Mon- 
day, Sept. 16, for veteran and novice 
runners, joggers, and walkers, is an 
exercise option for you. 

The club, now in its 6th year, 
meets every Monday from 12:15 to 
1 p.m. and on Wednesdays from 8 
to 9 a.m. in the lobby of the Sport 
& Fitness Center on the Haverhill 
campus. 

It is open to staff, faculty, and stu- 
dents. 

Participants run or walk the col- 
lege’s scenic campus, typically 
choosing one to three laps around 
the campus (about | to 3 miles). 

Those new to running are invited 
to join the “couch to SK program” 
led by Jeff Bickford, NECC’s chief 
information officer. 

You can choose to participate ev- 
ery week or on a drop-in basis. 

If Mondays or Wednesdays don’t 
work, you can choose to run on your 
own as a virtual runner and log-in to 
the President’s Running Club web- 
site. 


September 
Sat. 21 
Sat. 28 


October 


Everyone who participates in a 
minimum number of runs, either on 
Mondays, Wednesdays, or by log- 
ging in, will receive free NECC run- 
ning gear as well as free entry into a 
selected race each semester. 

Details will be posted on the 
NECC President Running Club’s 
website soon. 

Those intending to participate in 
the President’s Running Club should 
fill out a risk and consent form and 
bring it on the first walk/run. 

The NECC President’s Running 
Club was started six years ago by 
Northern Essex President Lane 
Glenn, an avid runner who has been 
president of the college since 2011. 

“T thought it would be a great idea 
to encourage fitness for employees 
and students and a social way of get- 
ting together,” he says. “The goal 
is to enjoy ourselves and for every- 
body to improve their fitness, wher- 
ever they start from.” 

For more information, visit the 
NECC President’s Running Club 
website. 


Cross Country Schedule 


Courtesy photo 


Stay in shape while running the campus. Join NECC President Lane 


Glenn’s Running Club. 


at Pop Crowell Invitational @ Gordon College 
at Codfish Bowl @ Franklin Park - Boston, MA 


at Tri-State Invitational @ Community College of Rhode Island 10:00 a.m. 

at James Early Invitaional @ Westfield State University 11:15 a.m. 

at Suffolk University Invitational @ Franklin Park - Boston, MA 2:30 p.m. ii 
November 
Sat. 2at NJCAA National Championship % @ Stanley Park - Westfield, MA 
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— Talking about Suicide and the Role of Prevention — 
_ Keynote presenter will be Waheeda Saif, LMHC, and Riverside Trauma Services 


Moderated by Joanna Fortna, - Pres. DMH Essex North Community Site Board & NECC 
professor 


AWARENESS 


NORTHERN ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
HARTLEB TECHNOLOGY CENTER, ROOM TC 103A &B 
100 Elliot Street, Haverhill, MA | 


Thursday October 10t 6-7:30 PM. 


We welcome requests for sign language interpreting and other access requests. For more information about this 
event or if you need accommodations please contact: counseling@necce.mass.edu (978)556-3730 


Cosponsored by Northern Essex Community College, NAMI- 
and The Dept. of Mental Health Essex North Site Board 


NECC 
@namt 


National Alliance on Mentat Kinees 
Department of 


Mental Health 


